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Green choir - Members of the children's Carbon Neutral Choir sing the Carbon Neutral Anthem for
the first time at the launch for the Eden Mills Going Carbon Neutral project on Nov. 8. The song was
one of the highlights of the event, which was held at the Eden Mills Community Hall.

Cheers - Glenn and Libby Little and Anna and Charles Simon raise a toast to officially kick off the
Eden Mills Going Carbon Neutral project. The four residents are leaders in the village-wide effort to
emit no more carbon than it absorbs.
photos by Chris Daponte

Eden Mills group officially launches Carbon Neutral project
by Chris Daponte
EDEN MILLS - The community hall was packed here
last week for the official launch
of the village’s Going Carbon
Neutral project.
The Nov. 8 event featured
various speakers and presentations, and everyone in attendance seemed 100 per cent
committed to the goal.
“If it can happen anywhere,
it can happen in Eden Mills,”
master of ceremonies Tim
Laing told the crowd, noting
village residents are known for
getting things done, not just
talking about it.
The village of about 350
people, led by a dedicated
group of about 15 leaders and
many sponsors, is aiming to
become the first carbon neutral

village in North America.
Guelph-Eramosa Mayor
Chris White told those in the
the crowd that the township is
totally behind them.
“This is an incredibly exciting and historic day,” White
said, adding he thinks the carbon neutral idea will “go
national,” and maybe even
global.
The goal is for the village to
emit no more carbon than it
absorbs by reducing the
dependence on carbon burning
fuels, replacing carbon fuels
with environmentally friendly
energy sources (wind, solar,
biofuels, etc.), and increasing
carbon absorption through
widespread planting of trees.
“The need to act is really
urgent,” Charles Simon told

the crowd. “But there is a great
danger of being overwhelmed.”
Simon is the architect who
came up with the idea after a
visit with his wife Anna to
Ashton Hayes - which is trying
to become the first carbon neutral village in England.
He said it’s important for
everyone to remember his “big
rules,” which specify:
- it is a grass roots effort;
- the project is voluntary
and non-confrontational;
- there should be no finger
pointing for the current state of
the environment, just constructive efforts towards the goal;
- there is no definitive timeline; and
- the main goal is to have
fun.

Rotary help - Prior to the recent Rotary Fashion Show at the Fergus Legion, George Rolfe, president
of the Rotary Club of Fergus-Elora, presented a $50,000 cheque to Jackie Ranahan, vice president of
Groves Memorial Community Hospital Foundation. This was the fourth such cheque presented to the
foundation, for a total of $200,000, raised by the club through Rotary Bingo at the Grand River
Raceway in Elora. This year’s final Rotary Bingo will be held on Nov. 18.

One of the main partners of
the Going Carbon Neutral project is the University of Guelph,
which will help provide the
“carbon footprint” of the village, so organizers know where
to focus their efforts.
Libby Little is one of four
main leaders of the project,
along with her husband Glenn
and Charles and Anna Simon.
She said the she was very
pleased with the turnout at the
launch, during which she
announced that Wellington
Waterloo Community Futures
Development Corporation has
provided a $100,000 loan to the
project. The loan, to be used for
for a 50-panel solar power
source, will be re-paid through
fundraising as well as selling
some of the energy back to the

grid.
Also revealed at the event
was that the village hopes to
plant at least 1,840 trees in the
first year of the project alone representing the year 1842,
when the first mill appeared in
the village and started major
changes that would eventually
have adverse affects on the
environment. The trees will be
supplied by the county’s Green
Legacy Program.
Residents were also treated
to video greetings from officials in Ashton Hayes and from
Shelagh Rogers, founding host
of the CBC radio program
Sounds Like Canada.
“It’s not every person that
can take this kind of dream and
make it a reality,” Rogers said
in her video. “[But] we’ve seen

you in action and it’s awesome.”
The launch also featured the
children’s Carbon Neutral
Choir, and a video featuring
local children talking about climate change.
One of Little’s jobs is
encouraging the participation
of students and facilitating
environmentally friendly projects in schools, including the
possible construction of a
“green
classroom”
in
Rockwood, which would be the
first of its kind in Ontario.
“Kids are always smarter
than us,” Little said in an interview after the launch. “They
tell it like it is and they’re an
inspiration to all of us.”
For more information visit
www.goingcarbonneutral.ca.

‘Crafty’ event coming - Susan Martin poses beside a sample of what women will make at craft night
on Nov. 27 at the Wellesley Community Centre - a decorative window frame for a front entrance.
Rural Women are planning the Ladies Night Out for farm and rural women. Advance registration is
necessary - contact Cindy at 519-656-2778 or Heidi at 664-3794, ext 237.
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